
Love letters from the Appia Antica

Subject
Letters found in 1999 inside two lead pipes buried under the Doric Tombs at the 4th mile of the Via
Appia Antica. The papers prove a secret and passionate love story that the lover decided to protect in
a “time capsule”. On the tubes we can see the initials U.H. and L.L. and a date in Roman numerals:
30th of September 1929.
Reading the letters we understand that Ugo H. and Letizia L. first met at work and they immediately fell
in love, but Ugo, older than her, was already married. It was for this reason that, after three years of
passionate letters, Ugo had to stop the compromising mailing, asking to be given back all the letters
that he sent to her. Instead of destroying them, he buried the letters in an evocative place, under one
of the most beautiful monuments of the Regina Viarum.

Accession number –
Paper, lead
Length of the pipes around 25 cm
1926-1929 A.D.

Provenance
Doric Tomb, 4th mile of the Via Appia Antica.

Placement
Complex of Capo di Bove

Credits
Archive of the Appia Antica Archaeological Park.
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